505 fleet at EYC – by Ken Davy
One of the goals of our club is to encourage and grow fleets of the same type of boats. Strong one design fleets are a real bonus for sailors as they equalize out racing by eliminating a rating that may or may not represent the true nature of a boat’s performance. While handicap racing is great in that it permits different kinds of boats to race against each other, one design racing I feel is the best way to test one’s abilities as a skipper or crew.
Trying to get one-design fleets started however, is a challenge for any club, but it does happen at our club. The most recent fleet being built up is taking place in our dry sail area. Newest to our DS group of one-design fleets, that currently consists of Solings, Hobie Cats and Lasers, is the 505. We have had two 505s at the club now for a couple of years thanks to Louis Raffaghello and Paul Bryan and now there will be another with Adam Nowina and myself going in on one together, plus there is a strong possibility that a fourth will be added to the fleet.
The 505 is a 16 foot performance dingy designed in 1954 and is sailed in countries around the world. It is a fast two-person trapeze boat where men and women can participate equally as crew. It is a stable and exciting boat that will plane upwind in the right conditions. There are several other fleets around Ontario including one at the Outer Harbour Centreboard Club, Nepean and Kingston. Sailable boats can be bought for as little as 3000 or less if you can do some work on them. Some are all glass while others are a composite of wood and ‘plastic’. It is looking like EYC will have four 505s to start this season and with any luck we will entice others to join our small but exciting fleet. There are already preliminary plans to have an informal interclub race between the 505s of OHCC & EYC. This kind of activity will certainly only help to serve the cause of dingy racing in Ontario. I will keep the members updated as to how the fleets are doing. In the meantime, wander over to the DS area to take a look at these wonderful machines. They are located near the F dock parking area.
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